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Holy Hour
for

Vocations

It is Jesus who gazes with love and says,It is Jesus who gazes with love and says,  
"if you wish, come help.""if you wish, come help."

for lay ministers



After all have assemble, the lay minister brings the Blessed Sacrament to the altar
and places it in the monstrance. A closed ciborium may also be used.

"Every vocation is born of that gaze of love with which the Lord came to meet
us. We will succeed in discovering and embracing our vocation once we open

our hearts in gratitude and perceive the passage of God in our lives."
 Pope Francis          

 

O saving Victim, open wide
The gate of heaven to us below.

Our foes press on from every side;
Your aid supply, your strength bestow.

 
To your great name be endless praise,

Immortal Godhead, One in Three;
O grant us endless length of days
In our true native land with thee. 

Amen.

O Salutaris Hostia
Quae coeli pandis ostium;

Bella premunt hostilia
Da robur fer auxilium.

 
Uni trinoque Domino
Sit sempiterna gloria,

Qui vitam sine termino
Nobis donet in patria. 

Amen.

O Saving Victim may be sung or recited by all gathered.

a period of silence and relfection follows.



Matthew 4:18-22
               The calling of Simon and Andrew.

 
Luke 6:12-18
               The naming of the Twelve.

Luke 10:1-10
               The mission of the Seventy.

John 1: 35-42
               The testimony of Jesus' first disciples.

Scripture

Following the reading of Scripture,
the Litany of Vocations may be used.

Lord, have mercy.                                                      
Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy.                                                    
Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy.                                
 Lord, have mercy.

Christ, hear us.                                                                                                             
Christ, graciously hear us.

God the Father of heaven,                                         
have mercy on us.

God the Son, Redeemer of the world,                       
have mercy on us.

God the Holy Spirit,                                                  
have mercy on us. 

Holy Trinity, One God,                                             
have mercy on us. 

Litany of Vocations

During this period of time, there may be songs and/or a reading from Scripture to
help those attending focus their attention on their worship of the Lord and our

ongoing need for vocational discernment. 



Litany of Vocations, cont'd

Holy Mary,                                                                
Holy Mother of God, 
Holy Virgin of Virgins, 
St. Michael, leader of the heavenly host, 
St. Gabriel, messenger of God’s divine plan, 
St. Raphael, companion for the journey, 
All you holy angels and archangels, 
St. Joseph, protector of the Holy Church, 
St. John Vianney, patron of priests, 
St. Aloysius Gonzaga, patron of youth, 
St. Alphonsus Liguori and St. Junípero Serra, patrons of vocations, 
St. Stephen, patron of deacons, 
St. Charles Borromeo, patron of seminarians, 
St. Scholastica, patroness of religious sisters, 
St. Benedict, patron of monks, 
St. Agnes, patroness of engaged couples, 
Ss. Joachim and Anne, patrons of married couples, 
Ss. Louis and Zelie Martín, patrons of the domestic Church, 
St. Maria Goretti, patroness of teenagers, 
St. Tarcisius, patron of altar servers, 
All you holy men and women of God, 

pray for us.

Through your mercy,                      
Through your kindness,                             
Through the fervent prayers and sacrifices of your people,                 
Through the power of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass,                 
Through the intercession of all the saints and angels,                          
Through the sanctification of the family, 
Through parents being generously open to life,                
Through the example of priests and religious striving for holiness,    
Through a renewed sense of fidelity to our Catholic Faith,

send workers into
your harvest, O Lord.



That young people might seek to live the truth of Christ,                    
That young people might seek God’s will for them in their lives,    
That young people might hear the call to give their lives for the
              mission of the Church, 
That all priests and religious might be renewed in the spirit of the
              new evangelization, 
That bishops might be strengthened to be courageous shepherds,       
That we may always zealously pray for and promote vocations,        
That those who are being called to be priests and religious might
              respond generously,

O Lord of the harvest,
graciously hear us.

Let us pray:
O God, who chose the apostles to make disciples of all nations and who by baptism
and confirmation have called us to build up your holy Church, we earnestly implore
you to choose among us, your children, many priests and religious who will love
you with their whole hearts and will gladly spend their entire lives making you
known and loved by all. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

After the period of prayer and reflection,
Tantum Ergo may be sung or recited by all gathered.

Down in adoration falling,
This great Sacrament we hail;
Over ancient forms of worship
Newer rites of grace prevail;

Faith will tell us Christ is present,
When our human senses fail.

 
To the everlasting Father,

And the Son who made us free,
And the Spirit, God proceeding

From them each eternally,
Be salvation, honor, blessing,
Might and endless majesty. 

Amen.

Tantum ergo Sacramentum
Veneremur cernui

Et antiquum documentum
novo cedat ritui;

Praestet fides supplementum
Sensuum defectui.

 
Genitori, Genitoque

Laus et jubilatio,
Salus, honor, virtus quoque

Sit et benedictio;
Procedenti ab utroque
Compar sit laudatio. 

Amen.
 

Litany of Vocations, cont'd



The lay minister replaces the Blessed Sacrament in the ambry or taber nacle. 
 
 
 

The lay minister leads all present in the Divine Praises.

Divine Praises

Blessed be God.
Blessed be his holy name.
Blessed be Jesus Christ, 
           true God and true man.
Blessed be the name of Jesus.
Blessed be his most Precious Blood.
Blessed be Jesus in the most holy
           sacrament of the altar.
Blessed be the Holy Spirit, 
           the Paraclete.

Blessed be the great Mother of God,
           Mary most holy.
Blessed be her holy and Immaculate
           Conception.
Blessed be her glorious Assumption.
Blessed be the name of Mary, virgin and
           Mother.
Blessed be Saint Joseph, her most chaste
           spouse.
Blessed be God in his angels and in his
           saints.

All may depart in silence.



Resources

Take, Lord, and receive all my liberty, 
Take my memory, my understanding, and my entire will, 

Whatsoever I have or hold, You have given me; 
I give it all back to You and surrender it 

wholly to be governed by Your will. 
Give me only Your love and your grace, 

with these I will be rich enough, 
and I ask for nothing more. Amen. 

Suscipe Prayer      Saint Ignatius of Loyola

World Day of Prayer for Vocations      Pope Francis

Lord of the Harvest,
Bless young people with the gift of courage to respond to your call.

Open their hearts to great ideals, to great things.
 

Inspire all of your disciples to mutual love and giving -
for vocations blossom in the
good soil of faithful people.

 
Instill those in religious life, parish

ministries, and families with the confidence
and grace to invite others to embrace

the bold and noble path of a life
consecrated to you.

 
Unite us to Jesus through prayer and sacrament,

so that we may cooperate
with you in building your reign of mercy

and truth, of justice and peace. 
Amen.



Prayer for Vocations      Diocese of Davenport

Loving God,
You have shown us that an open heart finds the way. 

Help me to find my way in this world.
Keep my heart open to serving others in love.

 
Give me the courage to accept

the guidance you offer me
through my family, my friends,

and my parish community.
 

Through the Holy Spirit, you call me.
 

If it is the way of a priest or deacon, 
sister or brother, married or single,

help me to walk it in joyful service to your people.
 

With you, my God, I know I can find my way.
Amen.

A Prayer of Unknowing       Thomas Merton

My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. 
I do not see the road ahead of me. I cannot know for certain where it will end. 
Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I think I am following Your will 

does not mean that I am actually doing so. 
But I believe that the desire to please You does, in fact, please You. 

And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing. 
I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire. 

And I know that, if I do this, You will lead me by the right road, 
though I may know nothing about it. 

Therefore I will trust You always, though I may seem to be lost 
and in the shadow of death. 

I will not fear, for You are ever with me,
 and You will never leave me to face my perils alone. 

Amen.


